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new imperial government or " any dramatic act of constitution- making." 
All that is necessary is the ' ' deliberate continuation of developments 
already well begun on lines which have pointed to a comprehensive and 
intimate alliance as the future form of Britannic union." Great em- 
phasis is laid upon the Imperial Conference as susceptible of develop- 
ment into the central organ of a permanent alliance. A helpful series of 
diagrams is appended illustrating various conceptions of the organization 
of the empire. 

The present war must have its effects upon the Britannic Question, 
although it is, of course, too soon as yet to hazard a forecast. To all 
appearances it will powerfully stimulate the tendencies toward Britannic 
Alliance. 

R. L. Schuyler. 

The Mexican People : Their Struggle for Freedom. By L. 
Gutierrez de Lara and Edgcumb Pinchon. New York, Doubleday, 
Page and Company, 1914. — xi, 360 pp. 

This volume, announced under joint authorship, is substantially the 
work of Sr. Gutierrez de Lara, a Mexican who knows the present social 
and political conditions of his country. The author, after a classical 
education, became a local judge in northern Mexico, where he had to 
decide cases brought by the large landholders for dispossessing the 
peons, who claimed to hold their tides under the Constitution of 1857. 
The law was against the peons and, as judge, Sr. Gutierrez de Lara had 
to decide against them, till at last he revolted and began giving decisions 
contrary to legal enactment. This brought him in conflict with the 
higher authorities and he was imprisoned many times and finally forced 
into exile. 

This story of the author's life accounts for the character of the volume. 
He is a Socialist, and he writes his history of the struggles of the Mexi- 
can people during the past century from a frankly socialistic viewpoint. 
In his book the writer sums up the whole Mexican struggle as being one 
for " land." " They are fighting today as they fought in the days of 
Hidalgo, of Morelos, of Guerrero, of Gomez Farias, of Juarez, for the 
land, for democracy. They will triumph" (page 358). This view is 
too idealistic, for in placing his emphasis here, the author neglects to 
explain that often the promise of a distribution of " land " was the in- 
ducement offered by groups of the ruling class to secure the cooperation 
of the peons in factional struggles for power. 
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An interesting chapter is devoted to the Constitution of 1857, of 
which the author says : 

It has no parallel in history, no kindred human document with which it may 
be compared, because it is the first Constitution of the People, the first ex- 
pression of a pure democracy — as opposed to a bogus democracy, the first 
national enunciation of the principle that the foundation of all social institu- 
tions is the Rights of Man — as directly and unalterably opposed to the Rights 
of Property [page 201]. 

But notwithstanding all this verbal perfection, it is all too evident that 
this document has failed to bring peace and happiness to the country. 

Sr. Gutierrez de Lara explains internal political conditions of Mexico, 
during the past century, as governed by the threat of foreign interven- 
tion. This charge of the collusion of his own and other governments, 
for the purpose of crushing the peon, is most severe and must be given 
consideration by every thoughtful student of Mexican affairs. His 
analysis of the situation is overdrawn, for if it were entirely true, then 
Mexico has always been the victim of the designs of a traitorous ruling 
class and the base machinations of the politicians of her northern sister. 
In defence of his thesis, he points to the war with the United States, the 
French intervention, and the later relations with the United States as 
examples of how the system was employed to sustain the interests of the 
ruling class as against those of the people. " Thus we have Porfirio 
Diaz president of Mexico by the grace of American ' Big Business ' 
through the immediate instrumentality of an unpopular army revolt, and 
as a direct result of the national fear of United States intervention " 
(page 297). The dictatorship of Diaz receives scant courtesy from the 
author, who describes it as a period of exploitation of the laboring class 
and usurpation of the land from its rightful owners. The failure of 
Madero is explained by his weakness and his surrender to the ruling 
class. 

While the earlier portions of the book fail to carry conviction that 
there was as much conscious socialism in the thought and action of the 
leaders in Mexico before the time of Diaz, as the author holds, yet the 
latter part establishes clearly that one of Mexico's biggest problems of 
today is the land question. The author presents a point of view which 
deserves thoughtful consideration. 

Roscoe R. Hill. 

Columbia University. 



